
                 

 
 

Principal’s Message 

 
September, 2019 

 

Dear PRS Community, 

I cannot express how proud I am of our students, 

staff and families.  We had an amazing opening to the 

school year!   

 

This school year we welcomed approximately 90 new 

students to our school!    Amazingly all of the 

students settled in quickly to the routines at school.  

In addition to working with our students on 

rituals/routines and academics, we have had many 

special events so far this September/October!   

 Meet and Greet August 27th 

 Tears and Cheers August 28th 

 Ice Cream Social September 6th 

 Open House September 12th 

 Early Dismissal After School Programs began 

September 18th 

 Bike Week for Gr. 4 September 23 through 

27th  

 September 23rd Tiger Time celebrated our 

summer fun pack work and kicked off Tiger 

Tracks Jogathon  

 Room Parent Meeting on October 3rd  

 STEM Night on October 3rd 

 Tiger Tracks Jog-a-thon  October 4th 

 

Thank you to all who helped to organize and chair 

these events and activities! 
 

Here are some of the events that we are looking 

forward to in the coming weeks… 

 Veteran’s Day Celebration on November 11th 

at 9:00 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Parent/Teacher conferences begin on 

Wednesday, November 20th   

 Scholastic Book Fair October 28th through 

November 1st    

 

More information will be forthcoming for each of 

these events.   
 

As you may know we are continuing our Kindness, 

Acceptance theme this year.  We layered in a focus 

on using manners.  We have asked parents to 

reinforce and teach manners at home while we do the 

same here at school.  Students can receive individual 

stamps on their tickets for showing kindness, 

acceptance and/or using manners.  The students can 

put them into a raffle to be drawn on Friday 

mornings.  In addition, classes can earn a 

kindness/acceptance/manners stamps as well when 

the entire class works together cooperatively.  We 

also draw whole class cards on Friday morning and 

students can earn incentives like a phone call home, 

extra recess, no homework pass, etc.  The students 

really buy into this positive behavior support plan and 

get very excited when they earn a stamp.   
 

We had great interest from our upperclassmen 

looking for a leadership role at PRS.  We have several 

 

 SEPTEMBER 

 PAWPRINTS 

 

“Kindness, Acceptance and Manners” 



opportunities for all who expressed an interest in 

helping to make our school a positive and inviting 

place to be every day!  We 

have selected Student 

Leaders, Peer Mediators, 

Tiger Time Committee, 

Birthday Bulletin Board, as 

well as Afternoon Safeties.  

There are several other 

important jobs around the 

building that we are 

working to fill! 
 

Regular attendance in 

elementary school sets up a good pattern for your 

child’s entire school career.  Show your child(ren) 

that school comes first by trying to keep days off 

for illnesses and family emergencies.  Also, to the 

greatest extent possible, schedule routine doctor and 

dentist appointments for after school or over school 

breaks.  Just a reminder that if your child is absent 

you must provide a signed note to the office for it to 

be excused.  Any absences after 9 you will need a 

doctor’s note excusing the absence.   
 

Enjoy our first edition of the 2019-2020 Paw Prints! 
 

Upcoming dates for your calendar… 

October 9th and 14th No School  

November 5th No School for Students 

November 28th through 29th Thanksgiving Break 

 

Fondly,  
 

Michelle Dixon 

 
 

 
The Kindergarteners have been very busy this month.  

They are learning their classroom rules and routines 

in addition to making new friends. In language arts, 

we are building a community of readers.  The children 

have been learning about parts of a book the common 

types of texts (e.g. fiction, nonfiction and poems etc.) 

and the role of an author and illustrator.  In math, 

the children worked with sorting and counting 

different objects as well writing their numbers. Our 

goal is to count to 100. 

 

First Grade News 
 

We’re off to a great start in First Grade! Students 

are adjusting nicely to the increased demands that 

come with a new grade level and are working so hard.  

In Literacy, we are reviewing our letters, sounds, and 

letter formation from kindergarten and starting to 

apply them in writing and reading words. Our reading 

is focusing on story elements and really deepening our 

understanding of why they are important and how 

they connect. This is so important when retelling 

stories that we love! We are also working on writing 

personal narratives – true stories about ourselves. 

We are learning that our reading skills really help us 

when we write!  

Math is starting to really get exciting as we start to 

solve word problems. We’re using our READING skills 

in math too! Students are learning strategies for 

finding important words that tell us what to do with 

our numbers, which has helped guide and organize our 

work. What a way to start the year!  

          

 
 

Notes from Second Grade 

 

The second graders have transitioned into the new 

school year beautifully! Routines and expectations 

have been put into place, and a strong community has 

been built within the grade level. 

Academically, the second graders have been busy 

learning how to write personal narratives with details. 

They are using their five senses and feelings to 

enhance their writing, which allows the audience to 

understand more of their experience. Math has been 

filled with brand new strategies for solving word 

problems, such as sticker notation, the number line, 

and splitting. The students have also been learning 

how to write their very own word problem! In reading, 

the students have been learning about beginning, 

middle, and end, and how to identify the problem and 

solution within a story. 

 

This has been a fun start to the school year and with 



each day, it keeps getting better and better! This is 

going to be an awesome year! 

 
Third Grade News 

40 books? In one year? You heard that right! Third 

graders are eagerly attacking the 40 book challenge- 

can they read 40 good fit books in just one school 

year? That’s one book a week! The challenge 

encourages students to think beyond their typical 

reading comfort zone and to read books outside of 

their normal genre. What mysteries will they solve? 

Whose life story will they hear? What mystical or 

fantastical journeys will they go on? A reader lives a 

thousand lives, and third graders are about to tackle 

40 of them! Ready, set, READ! 

 

 
 

Fourth Grade Bike Week 

By: 

Isabella Chan, Matteo Heredia and 

Saikiran Radhakrishnan 

 
Bike week was awesome. We had so much fun riding 

on the streets and following the directions like cars 

do. One thing we didn’t know was that you could twist 

the handles to adjust the gears. When you go to a 

lower number you can pedal easier uphill. When you go 

to a higher number it is easier to pedal downhill. 

Another thing is, we didn’t know that you had to 

press both handle breaks. If you only do the left one, 

then you could flip over!  

 

We all treated each other kindly, especially for the 

people who didn’t know how to ride bikes. Everyone 

was cheering for them. Kids were saying things like, 

“You can do it!” Even the people who did know how to 

ride bikes learned a lot. If they struggled then we 

said, “You can do it,” to them as well!”   

 

We also learned to fix the bike.   For example, we 

learned how to fix the tire if it popped. First you 

remove the tire with the quick release, after we use 

the tire levers to open the tire sole to find the hole. 

Then once we find it we take the sandpaper and rub it 

on the spot. After that we put on the rubber cement 

and let it dry.  Finally, we put on the tape and stick it 

on well. Then we can put them back together and 

start biking again.  Overall, everybody learned a lot at 

Bike Week and it was great!  

 

OFF TO A SUPER START IN FIFTH 

GRADE 

By:  Ethan Feng, Matthew Habeeb, and Adi 

Praveenkumar 

 

Our first month of school has been filled with all 

sorts of new experiences.  We have been reading in 

good fit books, brushing up on multiplication and 

division, and studying matter. 

 

Our character unit in humanities is all about the 

characters in our books.  We have been reading 

novels and learning about how characters change.  We 

have been working on inferencing and summarizing.  

We have been reviewing how to begin and end 

sentences.  Our writing focus has been on short 

responses and the elements of narrative writing.  

 

Properties of Matter is our first science unit.  We 

learned about the three main states of matter:  solid, 

liquid, and gas.  The particles in a solid are packed 

together.  The particles in a liquid flow freely.  The 

particles in a gas move quickly.  We completed some 

neat experiments.  We even made goo! 

 

In math, we are studying multiplication and division.  

We are practicing our basic facts so that we can 

recall them more quickly.  We have reviewed 

strategies to multiply bigger numbers.  We have 

worked with division too.  We learned about the 

Order of Operations.  You solve what is in the 

grouping symbols first.  Then you multiply and divide, 

in order, from left to right.  Then you add and 

subtract, in order, from left to right. 

 



Fifth graders have the opportunity to apply for jobs 

this year, too.  We can be Afternoon Safeties, Tiger 

Time Committee members, Recycling Crew members, 

Student Leadership Team members, or Peer 

Mediators.  These jobs are all important parts of the 

school.  We have signed the template for the orange 

Class of 2020 t shirts.  Soon, we will be wearing the 

shirts to school on Fridays.   

 

We are off to a great start.  We are looking forward 

to a fun year! 

 

 

 

           
STEM Lab Updates: 

Kindergarteners are exploring the elements of 

structure and function. They will create beanstalks 

with 10 pipe cleaners that must stand on their own. 

1st graders are categorizing animal adaptations for 

protection, camouflage, food obtainment, and 

locomotion. They will experiment with bird beaks 

(spoons, tweezers, clothespins) to pick up food 

(marbles, toothpicks, straws). 2nd graders are 

investigating color and texture. They will learn about 

young inventors and how they use the engineering 

design process to solve problems. 3rd graders are 

learning about effort and resistance force. They will 

be exploring the VEX kits to make simple machines. 

4th graders are learning about the nervous system. 

They will be creating models of the brain and spinal 

cord to show the flow of information through the 

body. 5th graders are learning about the invention 

process. They are compiling a list of everyday 

problems. This is a great conversation to have with 

your child. Ask them about their problems at home, 

school, or in the world. 

 

 

Attendance Matters! 
By:  Gary Walton, Social Worker 

 

We cannot understate the benefits of regular school 

attendance and punctuality. Regular school 

attendance prepares your child for success both in 

school and life. Children with regular attendance and 

punctuality develop healthy life habits, get better 

grades, and have a better chance of graduating from 

high school. Children who attend school regularly and 

are punctual also feel more connected to their 

learning community, develop important social skills, 

and peer friendships. 

 

Did You Know? 

 Arriving late to school, i.e., being tardy, may 

lead to poor school attendance. 

 Starting as early as kindergarten, too many 

absences can cause your child to fall behind in 

school. 

 Missing just one or two days every few weeks 

can also make your child fall behind. 

 Absences affect the entire classroom 

because the teacher has to slow down the 

pace of learning to help your child catch up. 

 Missing ten percent (10%) of the school year 

(which equals about 18-days) can make it 

harder for your child to learn how to read. 

 

What Can You do to Promote Regular Attendance? 

 Establish regular bedtime and morning 

routines for your child. Regularity fosters 

predictability and smooth transitions. 

 Lay out clothes and backpacks the night 

before. 

 Check out your child’s complaints of feeling 

sick. Often complaints of stomachaches or 

headaches can be a sign of anxiety and not a 

reason to stay home. Only allow your child to 

stay home when genuinely sick. 

 Schedule routine medical appointments and 

extended trips when school is not in session. 

 Have a backup plan for getting your child to 

school if something unexpectedly arises. 

Regular school attendance and punctuality may be 

impacted by your child being or seeming anxious 

about going to school. If your child is or appears 

anxious about attending school, talk to your child’s 

teacher, the principal or school social worker. You 

could also check with other parents for ideas and 



strategies on how to make your child excited and 

comfortable about school and learning. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

                
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                      

                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             

                       

 

 

 

                

 
 
 

 

 
 

                                                                           

Important Dates 
October 9     Yom Kippur – No School 

October 14          Columbus Day - No School  

Oct. 28 - Nov. 1  Book Fair 

November 5        Professional Development Day 

                           No School for Students                                 

November 20      Conferences (Early Dismissal) 

November 28-29   Thanksgiving Recess 

 

 

 

Principal              Michelle Dixon 

Secretary            Lisa Lovett 

Clerk                 Carol Scheuing 

Nurse                    Colleen Heneghan 

Main Number            648-5025 

 

Visit our Website: 

www.southwindsorschools.org/prs 

 

 

http://www.southwindsorschools.org/prs

